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June 10, 1999

  

 WASHINGTON  “  Congressman John W. Olver (1st District)                announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has approved                $600,000 for the Greenfield Montague Transportation Area (GMTA)                to purchase two new 30-foot, lift-equipped, transit buses.                 The funding is included in the FY Š00 Transportation Appropriation                legislation and is expected to clear the House next week.                 A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due                by October 1, 1999, the beginning of the Fiscal Year 2000.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Transportation Appropriation                Subcommittee and included the earmark in the FY Š00 bill.              

œPublic transportation is vital to residents in rural communities                because it provides access to education centers, health services,                and most importantly, jobs,” Olver said. œThis funding will ensure                that residents in Franklin County have affordable, efficient, safe                and accessible transportation.”              

œI am pleased to have worked with GMTA to make certain that the                public transportation needs of my constituents are met,” Olver continued.              

The new vehicles are estimated to cost $264,000 each which includes                two-way mobile radio units and new fareboxes. The vehicles will                replace the two 15 year old transit buses that are not handicapped                accessible.  The new lift-equipped models will allow GMTA to                be in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.                 The additional funds will be used to modernize and repair the front                facade of the main building, and will be used towards administrative                costs.             
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